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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, 90
percent of all crime in America is drug
related. Eighty percent of all heroin, 80
percent of all cocaine comes across the
Mexican border. To boot, only three
out of every 100 trucks coming from
Mexico are even inspected.

It is so bad, experts now admit it is
even possible for terrorists to smuggle
nuclear weapons across our border. And
after all this, the White House wants to
send 7,000 American soldiers to guard
the borders of Yugoslavia.

Beam me up here. Europe should be
guarding the borders of Europe and
Yugoslavia. America should be guard-
ing the borders of America for the
American people. Think about that.

I yield back this weak and foolish na-
tional security policy we have in place.

f

SOCIAL SECURITY SURPLUS

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, the challenge before this body this
week and the next several weeks is
passing 13 appropriation bills. The
challenge is based on whether or not
we are going to stick by the promise
that we made in the balanced budget
agreement of 1997. At that time most of
the Democrats and most Republicans
voted for that balanced budget agree-
ment.

That balanced budget agreement in-
cluded setting caps on future spending.
Keeping that commitment means that
for the next fiscal year we will not be
spending any of the Social Security
surplus.

Now the question is—can we keep
that commitment? Can we keep that
promise? Last week we passed what we
called a lockbox, again stating that we
are not going to spend the Social Secu-
rity surplus dollars for other govern-
ment spending programs. Let us keep
our commitment. Let us keep our
promise to the American people. Let us
not jeopardize current and future So-
cial Security recipients by caving in to
the big spenders.

f

GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks
ago the Republican leadership in this
House told us that we could not vote on
gun safety legislation before we left for
the Memorial Day break because we
needed to have a hearing in committee,
needed to go through the proper legis-
lative process.

Ah-ha. Well, now they are bringing
this legislation to the floor with no
hearings and with no markup. So what
was the 2-week delay all about? It was
about giving the NRA a head start. We

took the Republican leadership at their
word that they would play it straight
with gun safety legislation. But now it
appears that they spent the last 2
weeks scheming with the NRA to bring
down gun safety legislation.

With their 2-week head start, the
NRA has launched a 2-week campaign
of fear. They have spent more than a
million dollars in the last several days
to kill gun safety legislation.

I am here today to ask to plead with
the Republican leadership in this body
to stop playing games with gun safety.
This debate is about protecting our
children. Thirteen children a day are
killed by gunfire in the United States
of America. This is about saving kids’
lives.

This vote on gun safety is deadly se-
rious. There is no more room for polit-
ical games. Let us stop the games. Let
us pass gun safety legislation for our
families and for our children.

f

U.S. MILITARY SHOWING SEVERE
SIGNS OF STRAIN

(Mr. TANCREDO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ican military success in Kosovo has
shown once again that American forces
are second to none in the world. Our
brave pilots and many thousands who
work around the clock to support them
deserve our highest praise and our deep
gratitude.

However, the military operation in
Kosovo has also exposed the problem in
our national defense structure that we
need that needs immediate attention.
Our military is undermanned, over-
extended, and showing severe signs of
strain after having to do more with
less for too long.

The defense appropriations bill on
the House floor later this week is an
excellent first step to reverse the trend
and to end the damage to the short-
changing of the U.S. military. I urge
its support.

f

COMMEMORATING LIVES OF D.C.
FIREFIGHTERS

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
morning to commemorate the lives of
two brave young firefighters who gave
their lives in a fire in the District
while Congress was out of session. Both
firefighters were born and raised in the
Nation’s Capital.

The loss is not only to their families
but to the Congress of the United
States and to this city, where D.C. fire-
fighters prepare every day to do what
is necessary to protect both hometown
Washington and official Washington,
including the Members of this House.

Anthony Phillips of Engine Company
No. 10 worked the busiest fire house in

the Nation. Only 30 years old, he was
the father of two boys, one 21 months
old, the other 6 years old. Firefighter
Phillips married his childhood sweet-
heart, Lysa. They were a deeply loving
couple and family.

Louis Matthews of Engine Company
No. 26 was only 29 years old but served
7 years as a D.C. firefighter. He leaves
a loving family, including his mother,
Cassandra Shields, and two young chil-
dren.

Members of this body have been
mindful of the risks firefighters face
and the sacrifices that their families
could be called upon to make. I am
grateful that the 105th Congress passed
my bill, the Officer Brian Gibson Tax
Free Pension Equity Act, that allows
the families of firefighters killed in the
line of duty to receive survivors’ bene-
fits tax free. They did their duty, and I
am grateful that we did ours.

f

SPIRIT OF FREEDOM AWARD

(Mr. DEMINT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, last
Thursday I presented to Mobile Meals
of Spartanburg, South Carolina, the
first Spirit of Freedom Award. Every
day Mobile Meals volunteers deliver as
well as prepare over 1,700 meals to
needy people in my district, all with-
out government funding. The people at
Mobile Meals have shown me that free-
dom comes from the able hands of local
people, people who take responsibility
for themselves and their communities.

Here in Washington, we can either
protect or take away those freedoms. I
believe it is our role in Congress to be
the guardians of freedom. That is why
we are working to return dollars, deci-
sions and freedoms to the hands of
local people.

I thank Mobile Meals for showing us
that freedom begins at home.

f

RAISING ELIGIBILITY AGE OF
MEDICARE RECIPIENTS

(Mr. SANDERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, this Na-
tion already has the most unfair dis-
tribution of wealth and income in the
entire industrialized world.

Given that reality, it is absurd that
some in Congress are talking about
giving huge tax breaks to some of the
wealthiest people in this country while
at the same time they are talking
about raising the eligibility age of
Medicare to 67, charging a 10-percent
copayment fee for home health care,
and voucherizing Medicare, which
would mean more out-of-pocket ex-
penses for seniors in this country.

Mr. Speaker, 111 members of Con-
gress have written to the President. We
have urged him, do not raise the eligi-
bility age of Medicare to 67, do not
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charge a 10-percent copayment fee on
home health care to some of the weak-
est and most vulnerable people in this
country, and do not force seniors to
pay more out-of-pocket for their health
care costs.

I urge all Members of this body to
join us.

f

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION BILL

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, military
readiness is the kind of thing that re-
quires long-term planning and long-
term commitment. Decisions made
today about our military forces do not
show up until years down the road.
That is why it is easy for shortsighted
or politically motivated leaders to
shortchange our military for a few
years because future generations will
have to pay the price.

Similarly, the defense buildup that
President Reagan made his top priority
paid huge dividends only after he left
office. The Soviet Union fell shortly
after he left, and President George
Bush reaped the benefits of our ex-
traordinary military prowess in the
Gulf War in 1991.

In my judgment, and in the opinion
of many military experts, this adminis-
tration has shortchanged our military
systematically over the past 6 years.
Our commitments grow, but the re-
sources are just not there to meet
them.

This House will soon have the oppor-
tunity to take action to change this
course. I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support the DOD
authorization bill.

f

SCHOOL SAFETY AND GUN
VIOLENCE

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, how
much longer do families have to live in
fear before Congress acts? How many
more memorials must our Nation have
before Congress passes sensible gun
control? Those are the questions.

It appears that the answer is that
some politicians would rather have the
National Rifle Association invest in
them than for our Congress to invest in
our children’s future, investing with a
sensible gun control measure.

Millions of families across the Nation
agree that we need to tighten gun con-
trol laws. So it is time for the House to
act. The Senate has done the right
thing. Now the House must do the
same. If that means coming to the
floor every day demanding that the Re-
publican leadership bring debate on
child safety locks, on background
checks at gun shows, and a prohibition
on the import of large magazines, so be
it, we are going to do it.

We must pass gun safety legislation,
we must make our schools safe, and we
must do it now.

f

CHINA HAS AMERICAN NUCLEAR
WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I suspect
I am one of the few individuals in this
House who has worked at a nuclear
weapons laboratory. I did this for one
summer while I was a graduate student
at Berkeley at the University of Cali-
fornia. And I found it to be a very good
experience to work at a nuclear weap-
ons laboratory, even though my work
was primarily on unclassified science.

What impressed me is that the indi-
viduals that worked at that laboratory
were extremely security conscious and
they were very concerned about any
leaks of information about nuclear
weapons. We seem to have lost that.
We have lost that culture ever since
the Berlin Wall fell.

But what is dismaying to me is the
reaction of the White House to the dis-
covery that the Chinese have managed
to obtain information about our nu-
clear weapons. The spin doctors have
gone to work full-time. The President’s
men seem to be more concerned with
blaming the Bush and Reagan adminis-
tration than with taking responsibility
and trying to correct the problem as
they should be doing.

b 1030

It is the mark of strong individuals
to take responsibility for the mistakes
that they have made and to correct
them, and I expect no less of the Presi-
dent and his aides. We do have leaks,
we have to cure them, and it is abso-
lutely essential that those individuals
who are responsible take responsi-
bility, correct the problem, and solve
it.

f

SUPPORT GUN CRIME
PROSECUTION ACT

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, today along with the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) and the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. MOORE) and other cosponsors, I in-
troduce a bill that will put at least one
Federal prosecutor in every State.

There is no question that our Nation
is facing a growing scourge of gun vio-
lence that is holding an increasing
number of our communities under
siege. Crimes committed with firearms
are among the most heinous and should
be prosecuted as quickly and forcefully
as possible.

While the Federal government has in
the past approached the problem of gun
violence by passing new Federal laws

and putting more cops on the beat,
there is nothing that can be done to at-
tack the problem if our prosecutors do
not have the resources they need to en-
force existing laws. Simply put, we
must give them the resources they
need to fully enforce existing gun laws.
That is why we have introduced the
Gun Crime Prosecution Act of 1999.

This legislation will give every
United States Attorney for each judi-
cial district an additional Assistant
U.S. Attorney position whose sole pur-
pose would be the prosecution of
crimes committed with a firearm. Spe-
cifically, each new prosecutor position
would give priority to violent crimes
and crimes committed by felons by
committing a full-time position within
the United States Attorney’s office to
prosecuting gun crimes. We will be giv-
ing our prosecutors the tools they need
to enforce the laws that already exist
in the statute.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support this bill.

f

A BETTER WAY

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened with great interest to my neigh-
bor from New Mexico offer a point
which I think cannot be stated enough.
You see, it is not enough to pass laws
in Congress. The fact is, prosecutors
and those who would uphold the law
need to enforce existing laws and need
to obey existing laws.

Mr. Speaker, that is one of the things
I heard time and again visiting with
my constituents in the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Arizona. I know that
different Members of this body spent
their district work periods in different
ways. For example, the minority leader
of this body, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. GEPHARDT), spent time in
Philadelphia bragging about how my
friends on the left might take control
of this institution in the year 2000.

Here is what the minority leader
said:

‘‘You’ve got to have a combination of
taking it out of the defense budget and
raising revenue. We can argue about
how to do that. We can close loopholes
or even raise taxes to do it.’’

There is the candor attack, the hon-
esty episode from the minority leader.
Cut defense and raise taxes. That is
their prescription for the future? Mr.
Speaker, there is a better way.

f

PLAUDITS TO COX COMMITTEE

(Mr. COOKSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOKSEY. Mr. Speaker, I think
every single Member of this body owes
a debt of gratitude to the gentleman
from California (Mr. COX) my Repub-
lican colleague. The gentleman from
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